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Chinese New Year is based on various 

legends, including that of an old man   
defeating the wicked mythical beast Nian 

with the help of firecrackers and red    
paper defences. The festival gives people 
a chance to remember ancestors and to 

pay tribute to gods. On Chinese New 
Year’s Eve (the evening before Chinese 
New Year’s Day), families gather together 

for dinner and children often receive red 

packets with money for good luck. 

In 2019, the first day of the Chinese New 
Year was on Tuesday, 5 February,        

initiating the Year of the Pig.  

Student iPad Programme  
Deployment and Implementation 

 
The new e-Learning initiative of using iPads 

for teaching and learning is underway at 
Kingsdale Foundation School. The portal to 
place an order for an iPad has now been 

closed for this year. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students have been informed that their      

device must be used responsibly during     
lessons and around the school and only as     

directed by their teacher. We will also be   
promoting the safe and responsible use of 
iPads in school through our e-Learning     

student programme.  

 

For queries on the programme, please contact 
the iPad staff team via email: 

ipads@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pig_(zodiac)
mailto:ipads@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk
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Mathematics News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

iPads in Maths 
 
As well as using the old favourites on iPads in Maths 

such as Kahoot and Puffin Academy, we continue to 

experiment with new apps and websites in our    

drive to embrace mobile one-to-one  learning in the 

classroom. This photo shows a Year 10 student at 

work in a recent lesson using Nearpod to help       

develop understanding of equations related to     

tangents of a circle. 

Master Classes at Imperial College 
 
Year 8 students went for the 2nd session of Mathematics Master Class at Imperial 

College. The topic was on Surface Area and Volume; properties of 2D and 3D 

shapes. Students were involved in measuring and calculating the density of        

different metals. They later were involved in measuring the area of “The Queens 

Field” in real life, which is a field just outside of the Imperial College Laboratory. 

Students were encouraged to come up with strategies for measuring the size of the 

field. Some decided to use the tape measure to measure the whole field while    

others decided to count their steps around the field and estimate the length of 

their steps. In the afternoon session students were treated to the idea of rockets 

and how they function. Students were given the opportunity to build their own 

Balloon Rockets using toy cars propelled by a balloon. 

Finding Pi 

by meas-

uring the 

wheel. 

Demonstration 

of how a Rock-

et works. 

Weighing and finding the 

density of the small black 

cubes 



 3 

 

PUZZLE CORNER: NUMERACY NEWS 
 

 

The numeracy challenges continue to run every 

week.  Students are encouraged to answer the 
question each week to win a prize. 

This week’s puzzle is Kenken. Please follow the     
instruction below. 
 

Fill each row and column with the numbers 1-4 
(without repeat). Each “cage” (solid block of 

squares) has a target number and an operator,   
e.g. 2, - could be 3 & 1 or 4 & 2. 
 

Exciting news on Number Day! Watch this space 

in the next publication. 

PUZZLE CORNER:  
 
The UKMT Senior Maths Challenge 
 

Can you solve this puzzle from the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge? 
 

 

 

 Mathematics Mastery Programme 
 

Year 7 have been looking at angles in 

Maths and finding out that answering 

the question “What is an angle?” is not 

as easy as they had thought. They 

have also been seeing if they can prove 

certain angle properties and have been 

exploring different ways to represent 

traditional angle problems. 
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Humanities News 

Humanities learning outside the classroom 
 

At the end of last term Year 11 History students visited Pevensey Castle and Battle    
Abbey as part of their study of Norman England, 1066-1100. At Battle Abbey, students 
were given a guided tour of the battlefield where William, Duke of Normandy defeated 

King Harold Godwinson in 1066 to begin the Norman Conquest. From there, students 
visited the remains of Pevensey Castle, the first ever castle built by the Normans on 

British soil and the focus of their historical enquiry question. Here, students analysed 
the physical features of one of the Normans’ primary tools of conquest: the Motte and 
Bailey castle. As part of their revision for their GCSE exams, students have spent time 

in lessons consolidating their learning. 

 

Year 11 Geography students went on a trip 

to Stratford in East London in December 

2018. They investigated the impact that the 

London 2012 Olympic Games had on       

regeneration in the area. Students studied 

the economic, social and environmental  

impacts on the area and on the people     

living there. Students spent time practising 

their fieldwork techniques, using a range of 

primary and secondary data   collection 

methods to build up an understanding of 

the area. Year 11s have spent time this 

term as part of their revision practicing    

exam questions which incorporate this    

aspect in their answers. Writing about  

fieldwork techniques has become a key skill           

examined at Geography GCSE, so this skill 

is being developed this term in Year 8 in 

their Coasts lessons and with Year 7 in 

their Map skills scheme of work.  
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House News 
 

HOUSE AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE . . . . 
 

The school is congratulating Zack Lovelace of Albatross on his outstanding  
contribution to the school football team since the start of the season. He is currently the 
top goal scorer for his Year 8 group and recently joined the London based Premier 

League side West Ham, on a 6-week long trial. Since September, he has also played for 
the Year 9 Football Team where it is said, he’s been scoring goals for fun, a total of 4 in 
his last match against Charter North Dulwich. Kingsdale looks forward to hearing more 

news about Zack’s successes with West Ham. 
 

Congratulations again Zack and Well Done! 

 



 6 

                      Sports News 
Netball 2018-2019 
 

The girls in Netball have been dominating the 

court and have been committed to training and 
fixtures. The Year 7 Netball team won their first 
game of the year against Bacon’s College. The 

score was 11 - 5. Coach’s player of the match 
was Isabella Monaco.  The Year 8 Netball team 
smashed their game against COLA, the score was 

19-0! The Year 10 Netball Team also smashed 
their game against Blackheath High School, the 

score was 12-2! Well done to everyone involved.  

Year 7 Girls Basketball Vs Charter 
 

All girls pictured played an important role in the 

emphatic win against Charter. We made a  
purposeful start to the game with dynamic  

attacking breaks and resilient defending. The girls 
demonstrated significant improvement in their 
passing and moving and as a result were able to 

cut through Charter’s defence regularly. This  
decisive start meant at half time, we had built up 

a 10-2 lead and Cassidy Walcott, who was named 
Player of the Game, had contributed 8 of those 
points. When the second half restarted and the 

girls picked up where they left off with high       
intensity pressing, robust defending and clinical 
finishing around the basket. Paris Hill, Luna 

Walsh, Molly Middleton and Daisy Forbes started 
to dictate play with direct dribbling and on the  

final buzzer the lead had been stretched to 20 
points with the game finishing 28-8! The girls   
are still learning the game, but this performance 

is an early indication of the potential this team 
possesses.  
 

Well done girls!  
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Indoor Athletics 2018-2019 
 

Well done to the Year 7 indoor athletics track team. After 3 rounds of the Southwark 

Indoor Athletics Competition collecting points every week, the boys team came 2nd 
with 295 points and were only 5 points away from first place and the girls came 4th 
with 206 points. They have worked really well and the PE department are proud of 

their commitment. Well done to everyone involved. Bring on the Summer for the 
track and field competitions!  

Cross Country 2018-2019 
 

The cross country team had two important competitions. The English Schools’     

Athletic Association (ESSA) Cross Country Cup Competition on 9th October 2018 and 
the Cross Country Southwark Youth Games Trials on 11th October 2018. Well done 
to all of the students who took part and participated so well. A massive well done to 

Theo Gaymes in Year 8 who came 1st and 2nd in his races. Congratulations to Job 
Clompus in Year 7 who came 2nd, Ana Duffy-Markovic in Year 10 who came 3rd, Ben 

Harrison in Year 10 who came 2nd and 3rd in his races and especially Jacob Harrison 
in Year 10 who came 1st in both races.  



 8 

 
 

 

Under 14s Boys Basketball 
 

In preparation for their London Youth Games 2nd round fixture, Kingsdale Under 14s 

boys basketball team took on Charter East Dulwich, in a competitive friendly on 1st 
February 2019. After a difficult first quarter, Kingsdale pulled back a significant deficit 
with some excellent three point shooting in the third quarter and eventually pulled 

away comfortable winners 24-14. The team showed excellent problem solving-skills to     
overcome a zone defence, passed the ball extremely well in the second half and         

defended well to close the game out. Top scorers were Kai Drummond (8 points) and  
Rodrigo Saucedo (6 points). Well done to all involved! 

Cross Country  
 

The Cross Country team had an important competition at the London Schools’ Cross 

Country Championships in Wormwood Scrubs on 6th February 2019. Well done to all 
of the students who took part and participated so well. A massive well done to Theo 

Gaymes and Guy    Barnett in Year 8, Ben Harrison and Jacob Harrison in Year 10 and 
Katie Balme in Year 13  who all qualified to represent Southwark and Kingsdale for the 
English Schools’ Championships held in Leeds.  
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Languages News 

On Monday 12th November 30 students from years 9 – 13 visited the Classics           

Department at Cambridge University. During the day students were treated to a  
lecture on Roman medicine by Dr Rebecca Flemming. This was followed by a tour  

of Pembroke College with lunch and finally looking at statues from the ancient world 
back in the Classics Department. The students were excellent ambassadors for    
Kingsdale and members of staff at Cambridge complimented them on their               

enthusiasm.  

Don’t forget you can stay up-to-date with the Languages Department on Instagram 

(@kingsdalefslangs) and Twitter. This term saw the start of the department’s gifted 
and talented programme. Those pupils in KS3 and KS4 invited to take part are    

creating stories written in either French, German, Latin or Spanish with the hopes 
that the final product will be published. Last term we ran successful trips to Malaga 
and Lille. More trips are planned for the future and watch this space for details of a 

proposed ‘trip of a lifetime’ to Peru next academic year for Sixth Formers. 
 

Language Department Top Tips: 
 

Change your phone into French/German/Spanish 

Listen to French/German/Spanish radio online 

Check out Latin Verbs Rock!  

@ https://www.amazon.com/Latin-Verbs-Rock-CC-Couch/dp/B01MFE3YN1 

Try a family challenge on https://lyricstraining.com 

Learn how to say “I love you” in a hundred languages at https://www.memrise.com 

Encourage your child to complete activities from https://idp.activeteachonline.com 

Try watching your favourite TV programme on Netflix / Amazon in a different   

language – this can be changed easily in settings 

https://www.amazon.com/Latin-Verbs-Rock-CC-Couch/dp/B01MFE3YN1
https://lyricstraining.com
https://www.memrise.com
https://idp.activeteachonline.com
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Performing Arts News 

Junior & Senior Winter Concerts 

A fabulous evening was had by all participants and guests at our Winter Concerts that took 

place on Thursday 24th January.  Due to the huge number of ensembles performing, it  
was necessary to have both a Junior & Senior Concert this year.  The standard was         
exceptionally high in both events with a wide range of instrumental musical ensembles  

presented.  Many parents stayed to hear both events! Well done to all performers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would also like to remind parents about our 

amazing Valentine’s Concert which will be held on 
Tuesday 26th February at 7pm. This wonderful 
event will feature Music Staff, Parents and Sixth  

Formers performing music from every genre.      
Tickets will be available on the door before the    

concert begins. Remember to look out for details of 
the Summer Festival which will feature choirs as 

well as soloists.  

Year 9 Drama at the Old Vic Theatre 

On Friday 11th January, Year 9 GCSE Drama students visited The Old Vic theatre for a 

workshop to study their version of A Christmas Carol. Students were able to explore the text  
and work on themes surrounding the play, such as workers’ rights, giving them an           
alternative view of the play.  They then went to see A Christmas Carol on Monday evening 

which was thoroughly enjoyed by all, including some students getting involved by            
parachuting sprouts from the balcony! 
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Sixth Form Careers Talk: Apprenticeships  
 

Our sixth form students had a brilliant opportunity to understand the option of further 
education through apprenticeships. Speakers from Kingsdale alumni community, Paige 
Thomas and Sade Thomas, addressed the students on Wednesday 10 October and    

explained this route of gaining qualifications alongside paid work experience.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sade and Paige are currently pursuing Level 5 apprenticeship qualification at KPMG 
and Transport for London respectively. Both speakers talked about this fantastic      
further education route to earn and learn. They informed students about what they do 

as apprentices, how to apply for apprenticeships and the different levels of qualifica-
tions that can be gained through this route. 

 
Many thanks to both Paige and Sade for supporting Kingsdale students with their rich 
experience and first hand knowledge of the subject! 

 

 
 

 

Sixth Form Careers News 
 

Oxbridge admissions and interview workshop 
 

Our sixth form students had the opportunity to learn about the Oxbridge (Oxford and 
Cambridge University) admissions process on Monday 12th November at school. The 
session was led by the Outreach and Communications Officer from St Anne's College, 

Oxford. The workshop also included an interactive session on the interview process and 
students engaged in challenging and stimulating topics related to their choice of     

subject. The session was attended by students from neighbouring schools in       
Southwark and attracted very positive feedback from all those who were involved.  
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Art News 

 
 

ARTiculation Prize 2019 Regional Heat Winner! 
 

Kingsdale took part in the ARTiculation Prize, a national public speaking competition, 

again this year. The ARTiculation Prize promotes and supports young people to look, 
think and speak about art. Students, aged between sixteen and nineteen deliver a    
ten-minute presentation about a work of art or an artefact of their choice in front of an 

audience and an adjudicator.  
 

Many congratulations to Lottie Simpson 12RCT on winning the ARTiculation Regional 
Heat 2019 at the Whitechapel Gallery on 18th December and going through to the    
National Gallery Regional Final on 15th February 1.30-4.30pm.   

 
The Whitechapel Gallery adjudicator, Kate Church, highly praised Lottie’s outstanding 
presentation and commended her for sharing her wonderful encounter, for her relaxed 

delivery and for inviting the audience in with her questioning. 
 

We all hope that Lottie is feeling very proud of her amazing achievement and wish her 
every success in the Regional Final. 
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Library News 
 

 
And the winners are… 
 
After so many exciting opportunities to share your love for 

reading and writing, it is now time to announce the winners of  
the long awaited awards. The librarians have chosen the most 
active Accelerated Reader users, the Reading Challenge big 

winner and the best creative writing entries in the school! 
 

The students will get their well-deserved prizes and certifi-
cates during their assemblies. Congratulations to all of them! 

 

Winner of the Reading Challenge:  Joseph Pancha Ekinci (Year 7) 
 
Runners-up: Amelia Sanders, Matteo Brown, Sonia Leao, Cyan le Breton and Edith 

Roncoroni (Year 7)  

 

Winners of the best Mission Catastrophe entries from school: Frances Travers 

(Year 7) and Charlie Chambers (Year 9)  
 

Runners-up: Ejim Akuma (Year 7), Niahm Archer (Year 7) and Flynn Morrison Brown 
(Year 9)  

 

World Millionaires on the Accelerated Reader: Heidi Wunsche, Briony Buckney 
and Zoe Basson (Year 7)  
 

Runners-up: Isaac Mathers and Katla Clarke (Year 7)  
                                                                               

We hope these competitions and challenges provided a wonderful chance to step into 

the reading and writing adventure. This is just the beginning!  

New exciting competitions are waiting for you in the library!  

 

myED App 
 

Thank you for supporting the high attendance culture at Kingsdale, 
especially on these dark winter mornings. We only regard attendance 

above 97% as high, as educational research has proven that even 
missing as little as 5% of teaching seriously affects  

outcomes for students.  
 

 

Please be reminded that we request that absences are reported to the school by 8:30am  
on the day of absence. The easiest way of doing this, as well as monitoring your child’s  
attendance and punctuality records, is by downloading the myEd App, link below, which 
will also   remind you of all upcoming important dates. 
 

https://www.myedschoolapp.com 

https://www.myedschoolapp.com
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Year 8 Author Event 
 

We were pleased to welcome the local children’s author Lucy Van Smit, winner of The 

Bath Children’s Novel Award, to Kingsdale Foundation School recently. Lucy is a 

screenwriter, former TV producer, artist and has been described as ‘A writer to watch” 

by The Irish Times for her recently published book ‘The Hurting’. 

Lucy addressed our Year 8 cohort in an interactive special assembly at school during 

her visit.  Lucy talked about her personal experiences in life that moulded her journey 

as a writer and shared valuable tips on how to create interesting stories. There was a 

focus on the element of surprise in the plots, writing with a sense of personal           

inspiration,  allowing ourselves to think and reflect and developing our characters in 

creative writing. Lucy encouraged questions from her audience and there was an            

opportunity to buy ‘The Hurting’ signed by the author herself.  

We hope that the visit inspired our students to read and write for pleasure! 

English News 
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Learning and Revising 

There are differences         
between learning your work 
and revising it for an        
examination. 
 
 Learning is an ongoing 

process in which you 
build upon previous 
knowledge and         
understanding. 

 
 Learning is a          

long-term process and    
cannot be done by   
trying to cram          
information into a few 
weeks. It involves  
completely               
understanding topics 
and memorising       
information. 

 
Revision is fixing in your 
memory the things that you 
know. 
 
 Think of the computer. 

It can reproduce the 
information you have 
put into it, provided 
you ask it the right 
questions. 

 
 Revision is learning to 

unlock your memory. 
You need to have  
memory prompters to 
help you ‘call up’ what 
you know. 

 

Learning to Learn 
 

You have been learning all of 
your life. 
 
Some practical reminders on 
what to do: 
 Do take advantage of the 

study skills sessions  
being held 

 
 Do make sure that you 

get all you can from 
each lesson. It makes 
sense to ask if you don’t          
understand.  

 
 Do make sure you       

understand new         
concepts - if in doubt 
ask. Never leave     
something you don't   

 understand in the hope 
 that it will sort itself out.  
 That will not happen! 
 
 Do go over your day’s 

work at home. You know 
that homework helps 
you to learn your class 
work. 

 
 Do develop ways of 

memorising information. 
Write notes or read out 
aloud - this helps       

 concentration. Keep    
 doing this until you can 
 remember all the        
 information easily. 

When to start  
Revising 

 
It is not all work, work, work 
- of course, you can enjoy life 
and revise at the same time. 
 
Revision does need            
determination and planning. 
 
You need to keep refreshing 
your memory about what you 
have learnt. If you spread the 
workload over time you: 
 
 Are likely to achieve 

more. 
 
 Will be under a lot less 

pressure and can enjoy 
your work. 

 
 Are less likely to        

experience stress and 
strain. 

 
 Will have more time to 

relax, keep fit and enjoy 
life. 

 

 
A Planning Tip 

 
You should begin revising 

for examinations between 
6-8 weeks before the      
exam. 

 
If you start later than this 

you can still succeed, but 
it will be more difficult   
because you will have less 

time to revise - this means 
harder work and less time 
to enjoy yourself. 
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Blazer        Black of a traditional design with school 

 badge 

Skirt Standard plain black box pleat, elastic waist, 

school skirt worn at a length no shorter than 

8cm above the knee (credit card). For those 

students who wish to wear a school skirt, 

plain black tights should be worn during the       

autumn term, recommended a minimum of  

60 denier, with the option of wearing plain 

white or black summer socks, ankle socks, 

during the spring and summer terms. Skirts 

only to be worn at the discretion of the school. 

Trousers Plain black standard style school trousers for  

 both girls and boys. Jeans, chinos, leggings, 

 jeggings or similar are not permitted 

Pullover 

Cardigan Plain black wool knit with ‘V’ neck 

 ROUND NECK SWEAT SHIRTS AND HOODED 

 TOPS ARE NOT ALLOWED 

School Tie Kingsdale School tie, with the house colours  

 as appropriate, worn at a length displaying a 

 minimum of 7 single stripes. 

Blouse/  White with collar suitable for a tie 

Shirt   

PE Kit Black shorts/joggers, plain red polo shirt 

 (KS3). Plain navy blue polo shirt (KS4). Polo 

 shirts and PE sweatshirts are available from 

 the school shop. 

 Black football/hockey socks, black games 

 skirt optional for girls 

Shoes Plain black of a type suitable for school 

 TRAINERS ARE NOT ALLOWED 

Overcoats 

An outdoor coat of a dark colour. No slogans. Denim is not 

allowed. Most uniform items can be bought in any clothing 

store. Ties (£5) and badges (£3) are available from the 

school. 

COATS MUST NOT BE WORN INSIDE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

UNLESS AUTHORISED TO DO SO IN THE ATRIUM BECAUSE 

OF COLD WEATHER. 

Baseball caps/hoods must not be worn or carried on 

school premises. Such caps/hoods will be confiscated 

for an indefinite period to be determined by the Head of 

Lower/Middle/Upper/Senior School. 

Uniform Rules 
All Kingsdale students: year 7-11 are required to wear 

full uniform. 

The following items are 
not allowed: 

Personal stereos, MP3    

players, mobile phones,   

pagers and electronic games 

are not allowed at any time 

on the school site and will be 

confiscated for an indefinite 

period or can be collected by 

Parents or Carers by prior 

appointment. 

Being in possession of     

unauthorised electronic 

equipment increases the 

chance of becoming a victim 

of crime. The school is not 

obliged to conduct a       

separate investigation    

concerning theft of          

unauthorised items. We will 

report it and support a     

police investigation. 

Please note: 
Only hairstyles of a       

moderate design are       

permitted. The judgment of 

the Head of Lower/Middle/

Upper/Senior School will be 

final. 

Jewellery – one small pair of 

earrings (girls only) and a 

single small earring/ear 

stud (boys only) may be 

worn. 

Excess jewellery will be 

confiscated for an indefinite 

period of time or must be 

collected by Parent/Carer by 

prior appointment. 

Aerosol sprays (including 

deodorants) are not        

permitted. 

Felt tipped markers and/or 

colouring sticks are not  

permitted. 

Dangerous implements and 

tools, including scissors are 

not permitted. 
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Walkway Rules 
No running on the walkways. 

Walk quickly and quietly between lessons. 

Keep to the left at all times. Give way. 

Do not eat/drink/use an iPad on the walkways. 

Do not drop litter on the walkways. 

Remember, the No Touching Policy. 

No leaning over the rails. 

 

25th February 2019 - Start of Spring Term 2 


